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FOREWORD

This volume presents the contributions of the Proceedings of the Annual
Session of Students’ Scientific Communications Session 2022, Section 16.4 European Culture and Civilization. This is an academic event organized by
the Department for Teaching Career, Social Sciences and Humanities of the
Polytechnic University of Bucharest, where the 4 editors of this volume teach.
The research topics are based on the syllabi of courses and seminars
delivered by the editors: European Culture and Civilization (by Ovidiu
Caraiani and Adelin-Costin Dumitru for the Faculty of Engineering in Foreign
Languages, by Ovidiu Caraiani and Daniela Maricica Cotoară for the Faculty
of Industrial Engineering and Robotics), European Integration (by Ovidiu
Caraiani for the Faculty of Electronics, Telecommunications and Information
Technology), European Institutions and Administration (by Daniela Maricica
Cotoară for the Faculty of Electronics, Telecommunications and Information
Technology) and Sociology (by Ciprian Tudor for the Faculty of
Entrepreneurship, Business Engineering and Management).
The section “European Culture and Civilization” serves as an
introduction to some of the major topics of European history and philosophy,
which together can give an account of what being European means. In the last
couple of years, the focus was on the theoretical and historical roots of
individualism, liberalism and rights and their opposition to collectivism,
traditionalism and beliefs. Among the research topics tackled were: Nature
and Convention in Greek Philosophy; Medieval divine cosmos; The Reform;
British empiricism vs. French rationalism; From classical to modern science;
State of nature, natural rights and social contract; Enlightenment; Is there any
European identity?
The main objective of this research programme is to acquaint students
with the basic issues of European philosophy and culture in order to
understand “the idea of Europe”. This is achieved through an attempt to
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develop a proper way of freethinking based on analogies, debates and
analytical comparisons focused on the main theoretical themes in European
history and culture.
The second objective entails an understanding of the major political
ideologies and their impact on the process of building modern European
states, institutions, and rule of law. Our intention is to emphasize the role
played by various cultural and theoretical assumptions in designing the public
political culture of contemporary pluralist societies. This intention is reflected
in the topics covered in the European Culture and Civilization courses
themselves. A non-exhaustive list of the topics discussed in these courses and
seminars includes: Liberalism – a universal ideology or a practical exercise
of our reason? Customs, tradition and conservatism; The nation state building
process; Nazism, race, and Volkgeist; Marxism, egalitarianism and social
justice; Multiculturalism, identity and rights; The European Union and
globalization.
By debating these fundamental political ideas, students improve their
ability to think on their own and it also helps them get a deeper insight into
social and political issues. In turn, this has a positive impact upon their ability
to judge, assess and understand not only theoretical problems but also
practical questions generated by their complex social engagement.
This academic year (2021-2022) students’ presentations focused on the
following topics:
-

-

Nature and Convention in Greek Philosophy (Mihaela Mutu)
From classical to modern science (Vlad-Mihai Iliescu, Al Hakim
Hekmat-Sami, Bogdan Giușcă)
State of nature, natural rights and social contract (Andreea Glușcă,
Alnaser Sajjad Saad Ibrahim, Adina-Mariana Cioconea,
Constantin-Raoul Chiriță)
Enlightenment (Fabian-Andrei Stoica, Ahmed Mohamed A.I.
Nouran)
Marxism, egalitarianism, and social justice (Nicolai-Răzvan
Stoica)
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-

-

Multiculturalism, identity and rights (Emir Burak Bay, Nechifor
Julia Ștefania and Stancu Cătălina, Daher Sam-Vanessa, Stanciu
Bianca and Poziumschi Giulia)
EU and globalization (Mihail-Alexandru Stănescu)

The goal of the Conference was to find possible answers to
questions such as: One Europe, or multiple Europes? One Europe, as a
regulatory framework, or multiple Europes, based on various national
identities? Such inquiries are also reflected in the European integration
project, whose motto – “United in diversity” – emphasizes the heterogeneity
of cultural, social, economic and political frameworks that together form one
of the configurations that the label “Europe” takes today.
Finally, we congratulate all participants for their commitment
and scientific inquisitiveness in approaching such abstract cultural and
philosophical issues not as students in engineering sciences, but as genuine
students in humanities and social sciences.

The Editors
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STATE OF NATURE: FEAR AND REASON

Andreea GIUȘCĂ
Institutional affiliation: Faculty of Industrial Engineering and Robotics
Scientific coordinator: Conf. Univ. dr. Ovidiu Caraiani
Abstract
What is the greatest incentive to ensure that people follow societal norms and
laws? Is it fear, or reason? In this paper, both incentives are researched
extensively to reach a comprehensive conclusion. John Locke advocates for
rationale and has a peaceful take on the matter, while Thomas Hobbes argues
for a more violent perspective.
Keywords
Fear; reason; state of nature

Content
The human brain is a frightening and fascinating entity. From herein
politics and rules were born, as well as the need to rebel against them.
Human beings constructed the notions of society and laws, in layman’s
terms rules, to satisfy the craving of disobeying. One controversial
question regarding societal laws is what incentive is more efficient:
reason or fear? The state of nature represents the concept upon which
society is formed, in terms of laws, obligations, and rights. This paper
puts forward the juxtaposition of fear and reason regarding the state of
nature.
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Thomas Hobbes was a philosopher that mostly advocated for the
incentivizing power of fear. State of nature refers to, in Thomas
Hobbes's perception, a war where everyone is fighting everyone. This
violent state of affairs is only conditioned by the laws of nature, giving
everyone the right to compete for everything. According to Hobbes, the
only notion that truly suffused and pervaded the state of nature is fear.
This fear is not only the prerequisite of society but also the most salient
aspect of its preservation. It was not the good in people that held
societies together, but fear of each other. Many scholars have put
forward theories stating that the political stratum is the last of
Hobbesian fear.
Subsequently, it was presumed by Rousseau that Hobbesian fear
is equivalent to the fear of a brutal death, which is not the case. Hobbes
firmly stated that the situation of mankind does not begin with the state
of nature, or man-to-man relations, but rather with the symbiosis
between man and the natural world. The most salient fear, in Hobbes's
perception, is an organic, instinctual fear, preceding the fear of religious
spirits or other men. The deepest insecurity of men is not what they
cannot understand of other men, but what they cannot understand of the
world surrounding them. Hence, Hobbesian fear refers to an innate and
primal fear of the unknown, that inherently stems from a limited natural
cognition.
As human beings have evolved cognitively beyond the
animalistic thought pattern when encountering a new object, men ask
themselves what is the cause of the object's appearance. Humanity's
thought process is always going to be based on causality and
dependence. Mankind is imbued with a radical sense of uncertainty and
fear, all of which demand a hefty sense of security. This security comes
in the form of a sovereign. Hobbes states in chapter 6 of Leviathan that:"
life itself is but motion, and can never be without desire, nor without
fear, no more than without sense." (Hobbes, Leviathan, ch. 6, English
Works, vol. 3.51). Just like fear is uncertain, so is liberty. In the words
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of Thomas Hobbes, liberty is " the absence of external impediments" or
"absence of opposition", the uncertainty of liberty and fear are two
salient reasons why men are forced to rely on authority.
Hobbes affirmed that the sovereign was absolute in authority, a
Leviathan. Conversely, the power of the sovereign is not allencompassing. The subjects present free will in cases where their
actions do not concern the sovereign. In a nutshell, Hobbes defined the
state of nature as men living without an effective entity, the government,
over them.
On the other hand, Locke had a different view of the state of
nature. He offered that the basis of the concept was constructed in the
name of reason. He preached that mankind was equal and should not
cast violence toward one another while maintaining that everyone had
the right to life, liberty, and property. Regardless of the fact that the
basic concepts of the state of nature differ when in Hobbes’s or Locke’s
perception, their views do match. In terms of the social character of the
state of nature, Locke’s perception is far less bleak than Hobbes’s;
Hobbes argues that the moral condition of people living in the state of
nature is severely lacking, while Locke affirms that people should have
a strong sense of morality and well-contoured rights. These differences
do nothing to divert us from the conclusion that their views somehow
match.
This supposition is not uncommon, as man Locke scholars define
the state of nature similarly to Hobbes; the condition of men without an
effective government. However, that view is highly skewed. For Locke,
men could be living under effective authority or government, and
simultaneously be in the state of nature- if the authority is illegitimate
in regards to them. Moreover, people could be living under a legitimate
government, and still be in the state of nature (for example, minors
living in households). Another set of problems arises if one were to
perceive the Lockean state of nature from a Hobbesian point of view.
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Hobbes searched to group people in such a fashion that
determines whether they are or are not in the state of nature. Conversely,
Locke uses certain lexical aspects to state that people may be in the state
of nature regarding some people, while simultaneously being out of it
with respect to other people. This suggests that, for Locke, the state of
nature is a relational concept. Furthermore, while Hobbes never claims
that some people around those in the state of nature are out of it, Locke's
individuals are often found in that position.
Even though the concept of the state of nature in Locke's
perception is somewhat convoluted, many scholars claim that he did
give a definition: "Men living together according to reason, without a
common superior on earth, with authority to judge between them, is
properly the state of nature." Locke claims that no one holds the right
to mediate controversies between two people, and where no one is
authorized to judge between them is where the state of nature is. Fear
has always and will always be a better incentive than reason, for the sole
purpose that it tugs at some instinctual strings in our conscience. In
conclusion, between reason and fear, fear will always win.
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LOCKE’S IDEAS INFLUENCE ON THOMAS
JEFFERSON AND THE DECLARATION OF
INDEPENDENCE

Alnaser Sajjad SAAD
Institutional affiliation: Faculty of Engineering in Foreign Languages
Scientific coordinator: Conf. Univ. dr. Ovidiu Caraiani
Abstract
In this paper I draw a comparison between Locke’s ideas and the Declaration
of Independence of the United States, in order to highlgiht the influence
exerted by the British philosopher on Thomas Jefferson, who drafted parts of
the Declaration of Independence.
Keywords
Inalienable rights; liberty; natural rights; social contract

Introduction
John Locke was an English philosopher whose works lie at the foundation of
modern philosophical empiricism and political liberalism. He was an inspirer
of both the European Enlightenment and the Constitution of the United States.
His philosophical thinking was close to that of the founders of modern
science, especially Robert Boyle, Sir Isaac Newton, and other members of the
Royal Society. His political thought was grounded in the notion of a social
contract between citizens and in the importance of toleration, especially in
matters of religion. Much of what he advocated in the realm of politics was
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accepted in England after the Glorious Revolution of 1688–89 and in the
United States after the country’s declaration of independence in 1776.

Content
John Locke was a British philosopher who rejected the idea that Kings had a
divine right to rule. Instead, Locke developed a theory which argued that
people are the source of power.
Locke argued that people are born with certain "natural" or
"inalienable" rights. These include the right to "life, liberty and property."
Government did not give people these rights; rather they are born with them
and as such, no government can take them away. According to Locke, people
formed governments to protect their rights. People enter into what he called a
"social contract." Under this contract, people agreed to obey the government
who in return, had the responsibility to protect peoples' natural rights. (Life,
Liberty, and Property). Locke also argued that if the government failed to
protect our natural rights, then the people had the right to replace the
government. Locke's ideas became very influential in developing democratic
ideas. Thomas Jefferson, in writing the Declaration of Independence, drew
heavily from the writings of John Locke.
John Locke is renowned as one of the most influential thinkers of the
Enlightenment. It has been said that “Locke’s justification of revolt, as based
on his theory of natural rights, was the background from Locke’s influence
appears in countless speeches and writings of the Founding Fathers. For
instance, the Declaration and Resolves of the First Continental Congress –
which was written two years prior to the Declaration of Independence by
authors such as John Adams and George.
His most famous writings, A Letter Concerning Toleration and
Second Treatise of Government, both heavily influenced the author of the
Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson. Many believe much of the
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most memorable language of the Declaration of Independence is derived
from Locke’s works.
One can most notably see Locke’s influence in the Declaration’s
references to “inalienable rights” and “life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness.” However, Locke’s influence can be seen throughout the
Declaration of Independence:
..all experience hath
shewn that mankind
are more disposed to
suffer, while evils
are sufferable than to
right themselves by
abolishing the forms
to which they are
accustomed…

…till the mischief be grown general, and the ill
designs of the rulers become visible, or their
attempts sensible to the greater part, the people,
who are more disposed to suffer than right
themselves by resistance, are not apt to
stir… (Sec. 230)

…But when a long
train of abuses and
usurpations,
pursuing invariably
the
same object
evinces a design to
reduce them under
absolute despotism,
it is their right, it is
their duty, to throw
off
such government,
and
to
provide
new guards for their
future security…

…But if a long train of abuses, prevarications
and artifices, all tending the same way, make
the design visible to the people, and they
cannot but feel what they lie under, and
see whither they are going; it is not to be
wondered,
that
they
should
then rouze themselves, and endeavour to put
the rule into such hands which may secure to
them the ends for which government was at
first erected… (Sec. 225)
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Conclusion
Further similarities in phraseology could be shown, but it is assumed that the
above passages make the point. It has been said that, in writing the Declaration
of Independence, "Jefferson had ... succeeded admirably in condensing
Locke's fundamental argument into a few hundred words."
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RATIONALITY BEHIND SCIENTIFIC
PROGRESS

Vlad-Mihail ILIESCU
Institutional affiliation: Faculty of Industrial Engineering and Robotics
Scientific coordinator: Conf.. Univ. dr. Ovidiu Caraiani
Abstract
This chapter provides an analysis of the possible reason behind our need for
progress within a scientific field, by first defining the subject, criteria for
quantification, and the three main possibilities for reasoning, complete with
historical examples.
Keywords
Change; fear; happiness; power; progress

Introduction – An overview of progress
Our world is in a continuous state of change, starting from the atomic level
and all the way to the larger cosmos, shifting from one state to another with
each passing second. It has continuously evolved, leading to both creation,
and destruction, always giving way to new ways of connecting the atoms in
ways no one could ever even imagine.
This has also been the case for the human species. Ever since the first
humans stepped on Earth, they had this innate instinct to keep growing and
finding new ways to reach the same result, but more efficiently. In a way,
humans represent the universe on a smaller scale: always changing, never
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stagnating. In his search for a better life, man has given birth to some of the
greatest feats in all aspects of life, be it engineering, hunting, exploring, or
even the more mundane things such as cooking. It’s a paradox: the only thing
constant in a man’s life is change, evolution.
Grouping everything together under the general umbrella of science,
we can safely say that the total amount of human knowledge, be it practical
or theoretical, has only increased since the beginning of mankind; even more
so within the last two centuries, with the advent of the Industrial Revolution
which laid the foundation for the greatest, near-exponential boom of the 20th
century [1].
However, one has to ask themselves: Why? Why this need for
advancement? Our species was well off even when we were still using sticks
and stones, so why not stop there? Why aren’t we content with what we
already have, and always seek the side where the grass is greener? What even
is this progress?

The definition of progress
To better understand the issue at hand, we must first define what progress
even is, to clear any confusion that may otherwise arise later in the analysis.
Scientific progress is defined as a new understanding of a problem, a
dilemma, an unknown, or a concept, improving upon the previous state
thereof. Thus, this leads to a net improvement when it comes to one or more
facets of progress, such as [2]:
 Economical – greater funding leads to more opportunities to
experiment, an expansion of research and development facilities
 Professional – scientists gaining prestige for their merits on the
national (or even global) scale leads to them getting rewarded more,
thus incentivized more to keep the flame of progress burning
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Educational – as the skill level increases among those involved in the
scientific arena, so too does their work become better optimized,
leading to fewer resources being wasted
Methodical – renewed approaches to older problems, along with the
refinement of scientific instruments, lays the foundation for a more
accurate and more focused volume of work
Cognitive – with each set of challenges comes an even greater set of
solutions, increasing our dexterity and mental capacities
Technological – improved machinery lends itself towards increased
efficiency
Social – an increase in quality of life determines all other aspects to
prosper.

One must also make the distinction between progress/advancement and
change/development. When considering A and B as two different situations:
 B constitutes progress over A if it is an improvement upon the latter.
[2]
 B constitutes change over A if it involves one or more differences
compared to the latter. [2]
In other words, progress is positive, whereas change is merely neutral,
carrying no specific valence with it. Change can be both good (progress) and
bad (regress). As mentioned previously, the scope of this essay revolves
around progress.
The hardest part however, is trying to quantify all this advancement. What
could it be? Shorter time? Less waste? More knowledge? All of the previous?
If we would put every little detail together and give each the same level of
relevance, we may even end up losing track of what we were measuring in
the first place, with a conclusion becoming ever more distant to us. Therefore,
taking each unit separately helps to better paint the whole picture, making it
easier to understand and visualize the scale of progress and, most importantly,
the reason behind it. If we crave so much for it, then what could the root
motivation be? What was the meaning behind it? What did it seek to improve
upon?
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An attempt to rationalize progress
If there is one thing that has consistently pushed us, humans, to keep evolving,
it has to be a crisis. Whether it be a war, plague, or scarcity, something that
puts our immediate survival under question has always constituted one of the
greatest reasons for us to overcome any challenge that rose in our path. But
"crisis" is a vague term with a multitude of meanings, all sorts of different
situations, and different rationales, all depending on an even greater array of
factors. Therefore, a crisis is merely an umbrella term, encompassing many
other aspects similar in manner to scientific progress.
Three main possibilities arise out of this nebulous heap of reasons.
Power
One thing that has differentiated humans from all other species living on Earth
is their capacity to control the environment around them and shape it to their
will. Being the most intelligent species, we have grown used to overpowering
even the greatest predators by ingeniously creating contraptions that could
bring our force on par, thus giving us an edge over our enemy. When winter
would set in, we would prepare for the cold by collecting enough wood to
sustain the fire that would provide us heat. When plague would come, we
would quickly search far and wide for plants that could combat the effects of
said disease and, in some instances, go as far as to eradicate it.
Mankind has been in a continuous battle for power with Mother Nature.
Each time our environment would turn against us and try to wipe us off, we
would always come up with a solution to counter the dangers that would
ensue. It is for this exact reason that we have developed this God complex
towards our surroundings. And perhaps, this is also the reason why we as a
species haven’t already disappeared like many others before us.
One such example would be the construction of the Hoover Dam during
the 1930s. To clear the construction site, four diversion tunnels had to be built,
something that far surpassed other previous efforts. To further protect the
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construction site, two other cofferdams were also built. This, in itself, was an
engineering marvel at the time, requiring over five years in total, along with
an expansion of the nearby city of Las Vegas. To put it simply, engineers had
to think both innovatively and strategically, as no resources could be wasted;
remember, this was during the wake of the Great Depression.
Plans for the dam can be dated as far back as the early 1900s [3], with the
purpose being of shielding the area from flooding and optimizing the power
input of Nevada and even neighbouring states. But most importantly, it gave
a new purpose to Las Vegas, a new way of projecting power over the area.
With such an important strategic asset right in its backyard, the city attracted
lots of unemployed people, giving them a chance at a better life. On a national
level, however, the Hoover Dam meant more power to spare and,
internationally, more power to export to neighbouring countries such as
Canada. This way, the United States has gained a steady source of electricity,
protection against flooding for cities down the river, and even a tourist
attraction. To this day, the dam is still standing.
Fear
If something could move any human into action within mere seconds, it has
to be fear. Whether it be fear of death, the unknown, or losing everything that
one has, man reacts to it almost instantaneously, trying to overcome the
danger that arose. The world around us is constantly changing, always coming
up with new ways to burden our lives. If we were to stay in one place, never
evolving, we would long have been gone from this planet. Fear of losing in
the evolution game is what’s keeping us afloat.
Since our primordial goal is survival, progress is a must when it comes to
adapting to the shifting conditions of our surroundings. Locked in a
continuous battle for survival, mankind had to always keep its cool in the face
of danger and devise new ways of countering whatever may have endangered
us.
Probably the best example would be the whole Space Race, which has
propelled us to expand beyond the blue sky and venture deep into the
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seemingly endless cosmos. When the world watched as the Soviets put the
first satellite into orbit, the new famous Sputnik-1, the first to react were the
Americans.
Everyone was shocked, thinking that what looked like a harmless ball
floating around the Earth could harbour weapons of mass destruction, thus
furthering the expansionist goals of their foremost enemies [4]. The NASA
Space Program was effectively put on high speed, racing for the next
milestone. Fears were once again increased when the Soviets, once again,
shocked the world by sending the first man into space, Yuri Gagarin. At this
point, everyone was thinking the Americans have lost the arms race that the
Cold War was.
But in a turn of events, the United States managed to put the first man on
the Moon, surpassing anything the Soviets had done to that point. From there
on, the balance was slowly tipping in favour of America, with fears of a space
war steadily decreasing.
We can clearly see how fear, sprung from among ourselves, has motivated
us enough to try and leave the cradle of Earth. Thoughts of space travel were,
to that point, mere fiction, restricted to novels such as those of Johannes
Kepler [5]. With the advent of the Space Race, we had finally been able to
explore our solar system and even beyond, with probes such as the two
Voyager probes managing to go past the heliosphere [6] and venture into the
sea of unknowns that our universe is.
Happiness
One of the basic human rights. Without happiness, our lives would be hollow.
It gives us hope when the dark times descend upon us. It gives us the strength
to continue pursuing our goals, despite everything that may try to block us. In
a world where death looms over the horizon as the environment is trying to
kill us, one cannot withhold themselves from jumping with glee when they
learn something new about our world, something that could one day help the
generations to come in finding their way through life. Happiness is
fundamental to our lives.
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In his search for happiness, man has inevitably had to improve upon not
just himself, but the world around him. Learning, teaching, inventing,
innovating, solving, all of these are just a few of the plethora of things man
has done throughout his existence to search for his part of fortune.
Such was also the case for the Bucharest Subway Network. One could
argue, that it was built from a place of fear, as the administrators thought
surface transport would become inadequate in sustaining the ever-growing
number of residents. One could argue, that it was the thirst for power that
stood at the root, as we are talking about the capital, the headquarters of the
Communist regime. Everyone has to revolve around it, whether they want to
or not. But within this dance of reasons, happiness stands out as the clear
winner.
With construction works beginning in the latter half of the 1970s, indeed,
the Bucharest Metro was built to accommodate the increasing number of
people that were moving into the city [7]. Traditional surface transport, such
as buses or trams, could not withstand the weight of the increasing demand
for public transit. Therefore, the construction of a subway network would
have greatly improved the quality of life by both alleviating the fears over
inadequacy, and giving the Communist regime another ace up its sleeve when
it came to achievements down the road towards the so-called “workers’
paradise.”
To achieve this, builders had to use innovative methods such as soil
freezing, sequential tunnelling, and even deviating the course of the
Dambovita River, all for the network of metros that would grow little by little
every few years, with the hope that the people would become happier once
they knew they could get to the other side of the city faster than ever.
And indeed, it worked: starting from 1979, the use of the metro system
rose steadily over the years. Even to this day, the metro connects opposing
ends of the city, letting people travel much faster than surface transport.
Arguably, it was a change for the better, placing Bucharest among the ranks
of other European capitals that benefit from a modern subway system.
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A conclusion to the dilemma
As we can see, it is hard not just to quantify scientific progress, but to also
find the rationale behind it. It is certain, however, that we humans are
constantly evolving, always on the lookout for new ways to solve any problem
that may come ahead. Whether it be power, fear, or happiness, or even all
three together, there’s plenty of room for us to find reasons when it comes to
breaking our limits. History has proven that no matter what lies ahead,
mankind will always prevail as the absolute winner.
In light of this analysis, I invite you to think for yourselves:
Why do you evolve?
Why do you always seek to improve?
Do you ever find a certain level enough?

References
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2018/11/diminishing-returnsscience/575665/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/scientific-progress/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hoover_Dam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Space_Race
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Space_travel_in_science_fiction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voyager_program

7. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bucharest_Metro

26

EXISTENTIALISM AND THE MEANING OF
LIFE

Emir-Burak BAY
Institutional affiliation: Faculty of Industrial Engineering and Robotics
Scientific coordinator: Conf. univ. dr. Ovidiu Caraiani
Abstract
Every one of us questioned or thought about the idea of the meaning of life
before. Does it really work that way though? Existentialism is a big concept,
and it can help us find the right path, but sometimes also the wrong one. What
about the meaning of life though? Is it something that simple that we can
figure it out by thinking? Are those connected with each other? We all got
questions but not the answers.
Keywords
Choices; development; existentialism; happiness; reality.

Content
Why did we come to this life? That was not a choice for us, a couple decides
to give children to this world and here we are. After the first 10 years, when
we spend pretty much our childhood, we grow up as a person. Once we hit
our middle teen ages, we start to develop our personality. Traumas,
inconveniences we go through shape our personality uniquely. We might go
through same stuff, but we may end up as totally different people that would
even maybe hate each other. I feel like I was 16 when I thought about my title
first, I am still thinking and writing on it since then. We have been taught that
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we are meant to be happy in life, literally everyone told us at some point in
our lives to do whatever makes us happy. But why? Russian movie director
Andrei Tarkovsky says, “I think we are here to fight, so that good and evil
can clash within us, and good may prevail, thus enriching us spiritually. It is
difficult to say whether we are happy or not: it does not depend on us…There
are times when one regrets being born, but life also gives us surprising things
that, alone, are worth living. The issue of happiness does not exist for me:
happiness as such does not exist.”
When I think about it, I agree with it to some extent. I think us humans,
should figure out what is our “evil” and “good” inside us and let them clash.
Finding out what is real and what is not in our life. Trying to search for all the
answers we all have been looking for. I think that has to be point of life. Think
about how many places in world we have to see, how many people we have
to meet.
What about the notorious happiness? The happiness that everyone is
chasing, the happiness that people say only way to enjoy our life, the world. I
have a different point of view than most when it comes to such topic. I do not
certainly think that it is a necessity. I think stuff we deal with in our minds,
problems we face every day is what makes us appreciate the life. Every rose
has its throne, that is the throne of life. Also, most definitely those
inconveniences are what makes us stronger and develops us a powerful
mindset. Everything we go through in our life is nothing but a part of a
beautiful journey. Whether they are bad or not. I do not agree with such
saying, everything happens for a reason, but I find it beautiful that many
believe in this and connect all of unfortunate events to the saying. That is
definitely something to think on, for sure. It is in our nature to make mistakes,
everyone does. Important thing is, to get our lesson from it, and try to not
repeat the mistakes we have done before. I believe this is how we develop
most.
Life, living our life to the fullest to me, is pushing ourselves to the
most and being our best versions while we last. Travelling to different places,
listening to music, watching films, reading books, writing and many others
that can go on. Those are way to have different perspectives about life, and of
course to learn about the life. Activities like those connects us, people.
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Satisfaction of being connected with someone via common interests is outer
world experience. They are all part of a chain, in order to find meaning of life.
First of all, we start with ourselves, that is where everything starts individually
and generally. Someone who doesn’t know who they are, what are they
capable of, or that does not love and appreciate themselves, will have hard
time to get anywhere in life. We must know ourselves, what are our interests,
what we love, what we want. Once this step is done, others become much
easier. Connecting with people over our interests, or over their interests. I find
it magical that every of us know something that other people don’t. We all
have something to bring to other people. Being helpful to each other and
understanding each other for sure will help us to create a peaceful existence
for all of us.

Conclusion
As much as I love to think this way and write down about it, I like to see life
as a reality to be experienced instead of a problem to be solved. Sure we have
to think and question some things but at the end of the day, finding mysteries
of life is responsibility of dissatisfied people.
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Abstract
This paper discusses the origins and history of communism and it mainly
presents its importance for today’s society, showcasing the fact that
communism offers, in theory, the perfect society, but in practice there are
discrepancies between theory and communism’s applicability in the real
world.
Keywords
Enlightenment; freedom of thought; harm principle; liberty

Introduction
Communism is a political and social idea about how a society could be
organized. In simple terms it is an idea that envisions a society or group of
people where almost everything is shared equally. Decisions are made for the
good of the whole group not just for certain individuals. A truly communist
society has never existed on a large scale but the idea of communism has been
around for over 150 years.
The most important communist thinker was Karl Marx who wrote “The
Communist Manifesto” in 1848, the book that laid out the beliefs of
communism. Marx wanted the whole world to become communist and he
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predicted that the working class would start a revolution and overthrow the
ruling class. After winning the revolution the working class but then spread
the wealth equally and a communist society would be created in which
everyone acted for the greater good. The idea of the communist revolution is
one of the most important ideas in “The Communist Manifesto”.
For about 70 years, the book remained just and idea. In 1917 communism
took hold in Russia. Working class people have been moving to cities to work
in factories but living and working conditions were poor. They began to feel
like the upper classes were oppressing them. It is not surprising then that the
communist political party began growing in popularity. The Soviet Union
remained communist and tried to expand communism to other parts of the
world until it collapsed in 1991. Its economy never caught up to the progress
of capitalist economies like in the United States and anywhere from 8 million
to 60 million people died.
Communism took hold in China for similar reasons people wanted to
better their lives and felt oppressed by the classes above them. The communist
political party started in 1921, but China did not become a communist nation
until 1949 when Mao Zedong took power. Like Stalin, Mao cracked down on
political dissent and ruthlessly held onto power.
After Mao’s death, Chinese leaders wanted to keep the communist system
of government while modernizing China’s economy. Since the 1970s,
China’s economy has continued to develop and has become extremely
competitive on the world stage, but its government remains quasi-communist,
and political dissenters are still oppressed. Overall, communism in China
killed at least 60 million people (Jessica McBirney “An Introduction to
Communism”).

The fall of communism
The 30 years that have passed after the fall of the Berlin Wall have been a
challenge not only to countries in the Eastern bloc, but also to the western
world. Once the Iron Curtain collapsed, liberal democracy acquired wings but
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also new meanings. Ever since then it has been the engine to fuel changes, be
they economic, social, political or educational. The endeavor to build on the
remains of Socialist dictatorships political regimes that nurture respect for the
rule of law and human rights has been tremendous, especially in those areas
with little or no democratic tradition. The costs of transition are not yet
known, as some countries are still paying them. The transformative efforts
have had their positive and negative consequences, varying from country to
country, due to violence, poverty, lack of coherence in policies of transitional
justice, continuity of some institutional structures and political actors,
economic instability and frailty, lack of solidarity. Despite these
circumstances, transnational political and military structures such as the
European Union and NATO have expanded in former territories of Soviet
influence providing a sense of safety and stability (Mihai S. Rusu “History of
Communism”).

Conclusion
Communist countries still exist today although each system looks different.
China remains communist; other communist countries are Cuba Laos and
Vietnam. Most Places do not claim to be fully communist yet instead their
constitutions explain they are slowly transitioning from capitalism to a purer
form of communism that has yet to exist in the world so far.
In both the Soviet Union and China communism as an idea gained
popularity because people felt unappreciated and oppressed in their current
living conditions. Communism promised hope for the future and equality with
the people who ignored them or took advantage of them.
However, every actual attempt at communism so far has led to the rise
of powerful dictators mass killings and even more extreme poverty. The
communist leaders we read about today like Joseph Stalin and Mao Zedong
did not create the ideal communist society in which everyone was equal and
shared goods and resources equally. Instead, they use their positions of great
authority to oppress others and boost themselves up. A true communist
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society like the one Karl Marx in vision has never truly existed, making their
vision.
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Abstract
Philosophy is guided by an open and critical spirit of inquiry; it is never
content merely to disseminate old information. From the beginning,
philosophers asked what makes a person the best she or he can be; what kind
of life is worth living; what kind of community, society, etcetera. Formerly,
science was considered "natural philosophy," since it was merely a new
methodology applied to questions traditionally considered by philosophers,
going back to Aristotle. Nowadays, philosophy is not considered a science
anymore, since science is defined by its empirical methodology, and
philosophy is specifically not empirical.
Keywords
Branches of philosophy; philosophy; philosophy of science; science

Introduction
The word Philosophy is derived from two Greek words; Philo having the
significance of love and Sophia meaning insight. In general, it implies love of
intelligence.
Philosophy is an broad field of information where the meaning of
information itself is one of the subjects examined. It traverses the idea of the
universe, the brain, and the body; the connections between each of the three,
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and between individuals. Philosophy is a field of request - the quest for
insight; the ancestor and supplement of science, fostering the issues which
underlie science and considering those questions which are past the extent of
science.
The embodiment of reasoning is the review and advancement of
essential thoughts and techniques that are not sufficiently discussed about in
particular exact disciplines, like physical science or history. In that capacity,
philosophy gives the establishments whereupon all conviction designs and
fields of information are assembled. It is answerable for the meanings of, and
the methodologies used to foster the speculations of, such different fields as
religion, language, science, regulation, brain research, arithmetic, and
legislative issues. It likewise looks at and fosters its own construction and
methodology, and when it does so is called metaphilosophy: the way of
thinking of reasoning.
By and large, reasoning included all groups of knowledge, from the
hour of Ancient Greek scholar Aristotle to the nineteenth hundred years,
"regular way of thinking" incorporated cosmology, medication, and physical
science. For instance, Newton's 1687 Mathematical Principles of Natural
Philosophy later became delegated a book of physical science. In the 19th
century, the growth of modern research universities led academic philosophy
and other disciplines to professionalize and specialize. From that point
forward, different areas of examination that were customarily important for
reasoning have become independent academic disciplines, and specifically
the sociologies like brain science, social science, etymology, and financial
matters.
As a short definition, we can say that philosophy represents the
investigation of general and key inquiries, like those about presence, reason,
information, values, psyche, and language. Such inquiries are frequently acted
like issues to be examined or settled by the human population. Philosophical
methods incorporate questioning, critical conversation, levelheaded
contention, and methodical show.
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Branches of philosophy
Western philosophy can be divided into six branches that have assumed
various importance over time. Traditionally metaphysics sets the questions
for philosophy. Epistemology asks how do we know? Ethics and politics have
to do with action and quality of life. Aesthetics or value theory has to do with
beauty, balance, and harmony. Logic has to do with the relations of things.
Epistemology sometimes replaces metaphysics these days, because it has
fewer religious overtones. Among Eastern European and continental
philosophers, philosophy tends to be the study of politics. Logic is critical for
analytic philosophers, who are deeply suspicious of ethics, politics, and
metaphysics.
Understanding philosophy in the 6th century B.C. involves taking into
account different priorities than those of the 19th century. However, these
divisions remain helpful for identifying what's at stake. Metaphysics, which
studies the nature of existence, is closely related to Epistemology, the study
of knowledge and how we know what we do about the world around us.
Ethics, the study of how individuals should act, depends on Epistemology,
because we need knowledge to make good choices. Politics studies human
interaction. Aesthetics studies the value of things. Logic is about the symbolic
representation of language and thought processes. Once the domain of
Aristotle, the foundation of the exact sciences must now take into account
relativity, uncertainty and incompleteness.

Is science based on philosophy?
Despite the tight historical links between science and philosophy, present-day
scientists often perceive philosophy as completely different from, and even
antagonistic to, science. however i don’t agree with that statement, philosophy
can have an important and productive impact on science, in a way it’s the
reason why some of the best scientific discoveries, equations, tools and even
new branches of science were found out.

36

Is philosophy a science?

We can look at a few examples over the course of the history such as:
Immunogenicity and the Microbiome.
Complementary to its role in conceptual clarification, philosophy can
contribute to the critique of scientific assumptions and can even be proactive
in formulating novel, testable, and predictive theories that help set new paths
for empirical research. A philosophical critique of the immune self–nonself
framework has led to two significant scientific contributions. First, it was the
basis of the formulation of a novel theoretical framework, the discontinuity
theory of immunity, which complements previous self–nonself and danger
models by proposing that the immune system responds to sudden
modifications of antigenic motifs. This theory sheds light on many important
immunological phenomena, including autoimmune disease, immune
responses to tumors, and immunological tolerance to chronically expressed
ligands.
Influencing Cognitive Science.
The study of cognition and cognitive neuroscience offers a striking illustration
of the deep and long-lasting influence of philosophy on science. As with
immunology, philosophers have formulated influential theories and
experiments, helped initiate specific research programs, and contributed to
paradigm shifts. But the scale of the influence dwarfs the immunology case.
Philosophy had a part in the move from behaviorism to cognitivism and
computationalism in the 1960s. Perhaps most visible has been the theory of
the modularity of mind, proposed by philosopher Jerry Fodor . Its influence
on theories of cognitive architecture can hardly be overstated. In a tribute after
Fodor’s passing in 2017, leading cognitive psychologist James Russell spoke
in the magazine of the British Psychological Society of “cognitive
developmental psychology BF (before Fodor) and AF (after Fodor)”. To this
day, Fodor’s proposal sets the terms for much empirical research and theory
in many areas of cognitive science and neuroscience, including cognitive
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development, evolutionary psychology, artificial intelligence, and cognitive
anthropology.
Philosophy and Scientific Knowledge.
The above examples are far from the only ones: in the life sciences,
philosophical reflection has played an important role in issues as diverse as
evolutionary altruism , debate over units of selection , the construction of a
“tree of life” , the predominance of microbes in the biosphere, the definition
of the gene, and the critical examination of the concept of innateness .
Likewise, in physics, fundamental questions such as the definition of time
have been enriched by the work of philosophers. For example, the analysis of
temporal irreversibility by Huw Price and closed temporal curves by David
Lewis have helped dispel conceptual confusion in physics .
Philosophy is an important endeavor. In fact, philosophers defined
what science is. However, it isn’t itself a science. In order to be a science, one
must be developing falsifiable hypotheses and testing them. Law, politics, the
principles of scientific study, language, and math are all products of the
concept that is philosophy. There is so much more under this umbrella that,
in truth, no academic field of study does not contain philosophy of some kind.
It is the general definition of the love of understanding.

Conclusion
Science isn’t practiced as a philosophy today. Modern science is a systematic,
empirically verified study of nature, using the rigorous discipline of scientific
method to minimize bias and refute hypotheses found to be in conflict with
observed reality. Back in the early times, researchers and philosophers of the
early days used philosophy to make significant scientific discoveries, a great
example of such thing is the cosmology system that Aristotle made, given the
fact that he had limited resources, he made some astonishing assumptions.
Aristotle believed that all truth about nature could be logically deduced from
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observation. To demonstrate, he applied his logic to the naked-eye
observations of his time (fourth century BCE) to deduce the following:
1. The earth stands motionless at the center of the universe.
2. Surrounding the earth are eight nested great hollow crystal spheres,
with the earth at their common center.
3. Each of the inner seven spheres holds aloft one of the seven planets:
sun, moon, Venus, Mercury, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn (the earth not
being counted a planet, and the planets beyond Saturn being invisible
to the naked eye, thus yet unknown).
4. The eighth, outermost celestial sphere carries the firmament of stars.
Nowadays we can demonstrate the reality of things we can’t observe
directly, but whose effects we can detect and measure. For example, we have
never seen an electron, but we know electrons exist because of their observed
effects. Early on, we thought of electrons as “particles,” but evidence acquired
since then suggests they have wave like qualities as well. Whether they exist
as particles, waves, energy fields, or whatever else, we can’t be certain. But
because of their unmistakable effects on things we can observe, we know that
whatever produces those effects exists, and we name it “an electron” (because
among its observable and measurable effects are electrical charges and
currents).
Even so, there is today a “philosophy of science,” a branch of philosophy
regarding the foundations, methods, implications, and ethics of science, as
well as justification for scientific reasoning with respect to what can or can’t
be confirmed as “real” or “true.” Though there is diversity of opinion within
this philosophy, there remains little doubt that an empirical reality-checking
method produces useful results far more reliably than speculative reasoning
alone.
Philosophy isn’t a science, its really more the “science” behind the science
or something similar to this, is the method that enhances and enriches the
science and it’s developing methods, it helps us to get to certain scientific
discoveries and equations, and check the validation of certain assumed
hypotheses.
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In my opinion, a great scientific researcher should be a great philosopher
as well, it will allow him to go beyond certain limits, understand some of the
complicated scientific processes better and be more natural and instinctive
with what he does, escaping from the overthinking process, and taking a
weight off of the scientific worker. Here is a little story told by a former
scientific researcher so you can understand what I mean : An ant walks up to
the centipede and says, "That dance is lovely! How do you coordinate all your
feet so perfectly to do it?" The centipede pauses to think about this and
eventually replies, "I don't know." Then the centipede watches his feet and
tries to do the dance again -- and can't!
The centipede could do the dance without knowing precisely how each
foot was supposed to move relative to the others. A scientist can do science
while taking the methodology of her field for granted. But having to give a
philosophical account of or a justification for that methodology deeper than
"this is what we do and it works pretty well for the problems we want to solve"
may render that methodology strange looking and hard to keep using.
Science is based on philosophy. It’s based on Enlightenment philosophy.
More specifically it’s based on naturalism, materialism, and sometimes
physicalism. Some use it in conjunction with the defunct philosophies of
scientism and verificationism. It’s very odd that some intelligent people talk
about science, but don't know much about these assumptions and haven't
investigated the upsides and downsides as these apply to knowledge and
living.
At the end of the day, I think the question has different answers depending
on the people that answer the question and the funny part of this, is the fact
that multiple answers can be “true” or “correct” even though the answers may
not be the same, I am not sure if my approach of this subject was a good one
but I am satisfied with what I learned and what I understood while doing the
research for this project.
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Abstract
In order for every individual to have the basic needs met, to be free, to have
dignity, etc. it was agreed that a set of fundamental rights is needed, named
Human Rights, that are universal equalitarian, and inalienable. The human
understanding of an idea or concept influences the way that the idea will be
materialized in time because of the thoughts that drive our actions. How did
this concept of Human Rights start and what is its state today?
Keywords
Human rights, individualism, freedom, equality, power of thought

Introduction
Humankind has this impressive capability to start from a thought, a belief, or
an idea, and apply it to the real world. From poets that transform their thoughts
into other emotions, from genial people, that transform an idea into a brilliant
invention that impacts everyone’s life, from the spiritual belief that brings
people together, however, those thoughts and beliefs can take many forms and
can change in time and their effects, also each individual has his own thoughts
and beliefs, that can be or not similar with the others.

42

Rights, from thought to reality

In today’s world, individuality is one of the central points of humanity.
Of course, the world is organized into continents, countries, regions, families,
etc., but our laws are orientated to the individual, the unit of humanity. The
governments of the world have laws regarding the individual, act on the
individual, and are elected by the majority of individual votes to maintain the
individual security, well-being and a civilized environment where the
individual can live in peace together with their family, friends, neighbors, or
in other words in their micro-universe.
In this diversity of people, diverse in thought, belief, physical, origin, way
of living, etc., most of the world agreed that each person has, inherited through
birth, a set of rights, named today Human Rights, considered inalienable,
universal and egalitarian.

Content
Where did the human rights concept start?
Hundreds, thousands of years ago human life was quite different, and not just
from the fact of technology, social organization and way of thinking. Simply,
before any authority that maintains the order existed, individual chances to
live were decided if he or she was in the most powerful group.
The question is, the fundamental idea was there, for thousands of years
we philosophy about natural law, natural rights, and human rights in their
different forms, why does it take that long to make it real? During this time
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majority of the humankind suffered various forms of atrocities. What caused
this enormous delay of the civilized world?
One factor may be the lack of education. For the past ages, education
was a privilege, not a right. As there is a human right to education, education
leads to human rights, as well.
For a person that was born, within a certain culture and treated in a
certain way, without an opening to the rest of the world, without the access to
new ideas or understanding of how the world works, his/her reality cannot
change, because there is no other way known.
Another factor is the power of the primordial culture and belief.
Naturally, each community has its own culture and belief and each person
identifies itself with these elements, but there are moments when the culture,
religion, and entities that should link people, actually divide them, put
differences. Also, culture and religion can be placed above human rights, or
even, due to them, lead to the unacceptance of human rights, because it would
be considered an offense to their entire life and belief.
And in this world of past prejudice and lack of education, the ones that
were lucky enough to be born in the right place, by the right origin, of the
right color and with the right genitalia, etc. grow their privileges to the
detriment to the ones that are not so fortunate.
In these cases, the ideas of human rights cannot reach the human mind,
therefore cannot materialize. If there is no education, there are not new ideas,
there is no improvement, everything stagnates or even degradants.
Are human rights available for every human?
Throughout history, people fought for their cause, for their rights. That
happed when many people gathered together linked by the idea that they
should have certain rights and they are wronged. For them and the future
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generations. Still, here comes the question, for whose cause, for the majority,
for the ones that are there, for every human?
We can take as an example the United States Declaration of
Independence, which proclaimed the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness. Named as one important step toward human rights, in which we
can see the legacy of John Locke. Signed in 1776, stipulated in the first section
that “all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit
of Happiness.” Therefore, all men are equal, but what about women? The
ideas were there, but were not understood or were accepted just until a point.
Nor were the applications of this document the most effective, as the complete
abolition of slavery took place almost one hundred years later, the racism still
existed in the American intern organization until the last century and women
still had to “fight” for gender equality, for example, women could vote after
The 19th Amendment from 1920.
From our history can be understood that we have a basic
understanding that human rights are essential for not just for individual life,
but also for the whole of humanity, the humankind can only evolve and truly
exist if humanity is civilized. Civilization should not be confounded with
modernization, new scientific discoveries, or a sophisticated way of living,
but nothing else than a state in which every person is treated fairly, equally
and promotes education, individuality and tolerance.
In the not-so-distant history we can observe that even in the most
civilized countries in Europe, which are famous in the world for their civilized
systems, culture, education, etc. had their lacks regarding equality, tolerance,
and more precise human rights.
Take the case of Marie Curie, who was the first woman to be awarded
a Nobel Prize. She even won two Nobel prizes, one in Chemistry and one in
Physics. In her lifetime she had to overcome many difficulties due to the fact
that she was a woman. As a child, Curie had a bright and curious mind and
excelled at school. But despite being a top student in her secondary school,
Curie could not attend the male-only University of Warsaw. She instead
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continued her education in Warsaw's "floating university," a set of
underground, informal classes held in secret. Arrived in Paris, she still had
difficulties due to her gender, from receiving her education to being accepted
as a scientist by the Scientific community and being recognized for her work.
Another example is that of Alan Mathison Turing- the father of
modern computer science. His first major work was On Computable
Numbers, which led to the Turing machines. Turing invented the
electromechanical machine called the Bombe, which was designed to break
Enigma faster. His invention helped on saving many human lives and
contributed to the end of the war.
When Turing admitted to having a sexual relationship with Murray,
he was charged with gross indecency in 1952 as homosexual acts were illegal
at the time. To escape a prison sentence, he accepted chemical castration
which lasted for a year. The hormones he was injected with caused him to
develop breasts that never disappeared. This also caused his special clearance
to be revoked so he was unable to continue his cryptographic work. Turing
died of cyanide poisoning two years later, ruled as a suicide.
As we can see in the last century two extraordinary figures in science,
that today are seen as an emblem in their area, had suffered because of the
majority perception, the administrative perception, legal perception at the
time. But thinking in retrospect those two cases were not exceptions, but
rather rules and there were even more people that suffered those kinds of
discriminations or even worse. Marie Curie was not the single woman that
was not respected and had a hard time to be able to have an education,
studying, to be recognized and Alan Turing was not the single person that
suffered persecution due to his sexual orientation.
The horrors of the second world war strengthened the idea of the need
for human rights, but we are still far from the real universality of Human
Rights. Nowadays human rights are still under attack in various places and in
various forms.
After the signing of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights most
would believe that those norms will be followed, implemented and accepted

46

Rights, from thought to reality

by all countries, yet it is far from the truth. This document and the laws of
each country are different documents, and the constitution of each country
can be altered and the reason that the Human Rights are not fully respected is
not just a matter of higher government, most countries today are democracies,
meaning that the people of the state actually hold the power and the majority
win. And if a country’s government set law and the citizens of the country do
not react in any matter, that means that the law is accepted by the most
population.
As an example of this matter, we can take the Romanian constitutional
referendum from 2018 that started the Coalition for Family, which opposed
same-sex marriage. The referendum failed, having just 21.1% votes, below
the required 30%. But the main idea is that 93.4% of the people who votes
thought that same-sex marriage should be illegal and that it represents a
danger to the future of the country, and the majority of the population, the rest
of 78,9% was indifferent about the problem and did not vote. And still due to
the majority religion and cultural beliefs and the homosexual community is
discriminated against.
Recently France government voted ‘anti-separatism’ bill that includes
also the banning of the hijab wear for girls under 18 years old. A law that
forces somebody to not wear a hijab is as bad as a law that forces them to
wear it. As this should be every person’s choice regarding their religious
belief and their way of expressing it, while it does not affect the others.
Also, we witness in our time a debate about banning abortion in the
United States of America, a debate that puts in danger not only the human
rights of the women regarding their own bodies and free choice but also their
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health and future. The main reason for this debate is the religious beliefs, that
may place above human rights, and try to force them on the others.
And there are many other examples of violations of fundamental
rights, that happen in different parts of the world, every day.
Is there really an improvement?
If we look at the last century, we can see that the overall situation has
improved. There are more women leaders, in most countries, the sex
discrimination legally disappeared, in the same direction goes the racial
discrimination. The education rate worldwide is higher than at any precedent
moment in history. That gives hope that in the future the human rights will be
as important as its own identity. Yet, it is not an assurance.
Still, in order to build a house, you need to understand the concept of
what a house is, a plan of the house, a stable foundation, materials, tools and
to work. The same goes for every concept to materialize.
Can be associated that the plan is the system of how the human rights
are respected and protected, a stable foundation is an education and an open
mind, materials are rights and laws that are its components and sustains them
and the tools are the institutions that make them stand. But who does the
work?
Who should protect human rights?
Today we have multiple institutions whose main purpose is to defend people’s
rights and maintain order. But as every institution, there are people that work
in them and lead them and people make mistakes and have their own interests
sometimes, meaning that those institutions do not work always in the right
direction. Those institutions are selected by people and people should be the

48

Rights, from thought to reality

ones that make sure that the institutions work, as Locke said, in the direction
of the people’s rights.
The attack on human rights is done by other humans, the first line that
should defend them is every human, through our thoughts and actions,
through our behavior toward ourselves and the people around us. Yet due to
the individualistic behavior developed in modern society, the culture of
egoism and indifference is gaining momentum.
The main idea of human rights is its own universality and equality. If
someone’s life is treated unfairly and without value, the whole humanity
comes closer to the point where every human life has no value. Even if
something affects just the rights of a minority, that doesn’t mean that the
majority should be indifferent, because, in the long run, it will affect every
human being. Majors’ flaws in today’s society are indifference and lack of
empathy.If today we have the human rights that are not an assurance that we
will have them in the future, that the loved ones have them or that the future
generations will have them, every human is responsible for respecting and
protecting them.
A good image of this idea is given by Eleanor Roosevelt, 1st Chair of
the United Nations Commission on Human Rights:
“Where, after all, do universal human rights begin? In small places,
close to home – so close and so small that they cannot be seen on any
maps of the world. Yet they are the world of the individual person; the
neighborhood he lives in; the school or college he attends; the factory,
farm or office where he works. Such are the places where every man,
woman and child seeks equal justice, equal opportunity, equal dignity
without discrimination. Unless these rights have meaning there, they
have little meaning anywhere. Without concerned citizen action to
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uphold them close to home, we shall look in vain for progress in the
larger world.”

Conclusions
The power of human thought models the world that we live in, still in order
to human rights to exist and to be respected, the ideas and necessity must be
transmitted, learned and understood by the people and to take action in the
right direction, having an efficient system that is not taken for granted. Human
rights are not just represented by the bigger picture, the system, the countries,
the whole world, but it starts from our thoughts and actions in our small world.
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This paper approaches the topics of quantum computers and artificial
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Introduction
Both quantum computers and artificial intelligence are relatively new
concepts in human history. They are becoming more and more relevant as
time goes on and as technologies keep evolving.
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Content
Quantum computers utilize quantum computing which is a process that uses
quantum phenomena such as superposition and entanglement.
Superposition is a process that allows a particle to be in multiple states
at the same time. The most famous example of this is Schlesinger's cat. The
thought experiment is as follows a cat is placed in a box with a vile of poison
that will break at a random time since we don't know when the poison is
released until we look inside the box we cannot know if the cat is alive or
dead, so until the box is opened, the cat can be thought of as both alive and
dead, in a superposition. Entanglement represents when a set of
superpositions are intertwined, by we know the state of one of them, we
automatically know the state of the other.
The advantage of quantum computing over regular computing is that
a normal computer stores data in the form of bits, which can be in 1 of 2 states
(0 off and 1 on), whereas quantum computing uses qubits (quantum bits).
These qubits are in a superposition of 1 and 0, essentially being both
simultaneously. In a regular computer adding more transistors or bits increase
power linearly but adding qubits increases power exponentially. This means
that a quantum computer is exponentially more powerful than a regular
computer.
Quantum computers have the potential to revolutionize multiple fields
such as drug design and discovery, finance, aerospace designing, machine
learning, artificial intelligence, and Big Data search. Quantum computers are,
however, still a work in progress that requires a bit more work to do before
they become practical.
There are not that many risks when it comes to quantum computing.
The only risks worth mentioning are hacking and the creaking of encryptions.
With the increase in computing power that quantum computers are expected
to be capable of, this can be a real problem for security systems. Some systems
have as a fundamental a digital lock, which currently can not be broken with
brute force using regular computers, but for a quantum computer, this would
be child's play.
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AI (Artificial Intelligence) represents a program that can achieve a
specific task without help from a human, only the initial necessary data. They
can range from a simple program to find a solution for a maze or to play tic
tac toe, all the way to more complex AI used for medical procedures. Another
interpretation of AI represents a program that attempts to simulate human
intelligence to solve a problem.
Creating an artificial intelligence can be achieved in many ways, but
most of these, such as machine learning, neural networks, and others, consists
of a few simple steps, three to be precise.
The first step represents data acquisition (the learning process).
During this stage-specific rules, or algorithms are implemented, that help the
program execute the task step by step. These can be simple conditions or
extremely complicated and convoluted rules, depending on the complexity of
the problem so too do the rules needed to be implemented become
increasingly more challenging.
The next stage represents optimizations in these algorithms and the
removal of irrelevant or redundant algorithms to help achieve the desired
outcome faster and more efficiently. This step is also called the reasoning
process. Sometimes there exist connections that are impossible for humans to
find, but for an AI this can be child’s play.
The last step is the self-correcting process. The program continuously
fine-tunes its algorithms to get better results. This step takes quite a lot of time
depending on the difficulty of the task that it is being asked to do.
Artificial intelligence is everywhere in our day-to-day lives most of
the time, without even realizing it. For example, there exists an AI that puts
videos in your YouTube feed based on your preferences. Another example is
the artificial intelligence created by IBM's DeepQA project is Watson, who is
an AI that can answer questions and has beat many humans at the game show
jeopardy. There are countless other examples in all fields, especially in games
such as chess or go.
Artificial intelligence is limited only by the computers it runs on.
Currently, some problems are so complex that the computing power to
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understand them is beyond the current capacity of our computers. This
problem is especially apparent in deep learning artificial intelligence, for
example, OpenAI’s GPT-3, which has over 175 billion parameters and takes
months to train on classical computers. This is a scenario where quantum
computers are supposed to shine in terms of AI. The enormous power of a
quantum computer, as opposed to a classical one, will allow the development
of much more precise and complex AI.
One more noteworthy aspect of creating artificial intelligence is
avoiding biases it might have. Biases can be characterized as prejudices
against a particular person or group. Removing biases from an AI is very
difficult to achieve. An example of a bias is having an AI at a company used
for recruiting, but its biases toward males and hires them more frequently.
Some suggest that removing biases can be achieved by removing data
that can cause these biases, such as race and gender, but that is not guaranteed
to eliminate the problem as other factors may lead to the same result
indirectly. Location can also create a bias if a bank uses an AI for deciding
who to lend money, that AI might discriminate against people in low-income
areas and give better deals to those in higher-income areas.
Biases are usually a result of the data that is being fed into the AI as
its training. If you want an AI for recruiting employees and use the
information you have from the past of the company if your company used to
hire a majority of males and disregard females, so will the AI. A great deal of
history and data we currently have is biased in some way, shape, or form. We
as humans are Biases in many ways and as such so are the machines we build.
Sometimes the data itself is not the problem but it's the way it's
processed and presented to the AI, both over-sampling and under-sampling
can cause problems and skew the outcome.
If we under-sample, we risk having minorities being ignored. Banks
not including minorities so much in their training date for an AI will cause an
imbalanced rejection rate for minorities.
If we focus too much on minorities, we risk having the AI might
overrepresent them in its decisions. If we have an AI try to predict where
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crimes are more likely to happen and we feed it the data from the police the
AI will probably focus on "bad" neighbors since the most data that police have
is from areas they patrol and they patrol a disproportionate amount in areas
with low income or a lot of minorities.
Lastly, biases can from the date given to it by human uses. Artificial
intelligence that uses data provided by humans is usually meant for collecting
data from humans and training them to imitate human behavior. For example,
an AI used for giving loans might give people of low social standing higher
interest rates than those of better social standing, and if the loan is taken out
this reinforces the bias that the program already had. These are in a sense selffulfilling prophecies.
Firstly, to remove biases from an AI model, we must first spot them
and then examine them to see what might have caused these, some fields have
a potentially higher occurrence of biases. Ways to remove bias for a
conceptual model are to design the AI with inclusion in mind, using complete
and representative data.
To remove the bias from an AI for good, we first must be able to
recognize it happening within us, which is not always so easy or obvious. So
if we want to remove them, we first must remove biases from ourselves and
then from our AI.

Conclusions
In conclusion, both AI and quantum computing have room for improvement
and will continue to grow for the foreseeable future. It's almost certain that
they can and will be used to improve each other, especially quantum
computers for artificial intelligence.
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Introduction
Traditions are a very big part on how a person can grow up. They can, in some
cases, form many people. However, the newer generation does not necessarily
want to follow into their ancestors’ footsteps. Traditional African family
structures are slowly but steadily changing as a result of the modernization
process, which is seen in trends like urbanization. Family structures that were
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formerly common in rural African countries are rapidly changing. The change
of rural to urban communities in the subcontinent has had a huge impact led
to the emergence of new family structures. This has resulted in a cultural
skewedness. Modern morals have taken their place, whilst modern family
patterns in the region are being forced to evolve and adapt to changing times
at an increasing rate.
There have been studies that show that the cultural appropriation
implemented on a young mind can affect the sensitive process of selfidentification and socialization, making it become more complex, or not be
there at all. Traditions are also a way to maintain the ancestral beliefs and
their ways of doing things, but the thing that could potentially come in the
way of this is the changing of times.
South Africa was colonized by England, one of the most important
colonial power from Europe. A lot of traditions changed, but a lot of important
ones remained and escaped that change. Those will be the ones that we will
be talking about today in this paper. This article seeks to examine the damage
that comes to traditions by the constant globalization and changes that come
through converting from rural to urban areas. We will also mention the social
economic circumstances, that momentarily are encountering alterations and
triggering changes in the fundamental culture values that are most important
in the family domain.

Parenting and traditions
Parenting necessitates interpersonal skills as well as emotional commitment.
According to Santrock, most parents pick up parenting techniques from their
parents, some of which they adopt and others which they reject. When
parenting approaches are passed down from generation to generation, both
acceptable and unwanted habits are preserved, according to the author. These
customs might represent cultural beliefs passed down from one generation to
the next.
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Culture, on the other hand, is a way of life for a group of people—the
behaviours, symbols, values, and beliefs that people accept without question
and pass down the generations primarily via communication and imitation
(Stanford University: Culture defined). When it comes to African culture, the
majority of its rituals are seen as demonic in the sense that gods are credited
with many of its rituals. Some individuals, particularly Africans who have not
fully experienced indigenous culture, assume that being culturally conscious
is a sign of being backward or archaic. This is due to a lack of understanding
of our cultural values and ideals.

The system of extended family
There are two types of family systems in south Africa, the extended family
and the nuclear family. The nuclear family is composed out of only the two
parents and the child, but in the extended family you have all the aunts and
uncles, all the cousins, the siblings and the grandparents. It is usually
implemented that in the African community, the extended family is most
important. Why is this system implemented? In most cases, the extended
family also either live in the same house, or they live remotely close to one
another, so that they could provide emotional support. It is said that the
extended family “provides a number of role models, and also teaches the
younger generation of the respect they should have when talking to an elder”.
The novelty of this approach in terms of parenting in our traditional
African societies is that the biological parents are not the only ones
responsible for the child's care. Everyone in the extended family knows about
this. This is supported by an African parenting adage that states, "A single
hand cannot milk a child." This means that, while the mother bears primary
duty for the child's care, the burden is shared by everybody. The majority of
us went to school because of this system; otherwise, we would have been
uneducated and wandering aimlessly.
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African culture
Marriage
The traditional civilization of African countries is dominated by arranged
marriages, in which parents are often involved in choosing a spouse for their
children. It was especially popular with his daughters. This was done without
the child's permission. However, in modern African civilization, this has
changed to the point that some governments are passing laws that encourage
both parties to marry.
A traditional practice in African culture is the lobola, where the groom
pays the bride's father to make up for the "loss" of her husband's daughter.
Traditionally, lobola was paid for cows, a valuable commodity in many
African cultures, but today many modern couples pay lobola in cash. Lobola
aims to connect the two families and promote mutual respect. It also shows
that the groom can financially support her wife. Lobola's trial can take up to
two days.
Another tradition is the time of day the wedding is held. Weddings are
held on the night of the full moon. If a wedding is held when the moon is not
bright, it is considered unlucky. The wedding reception can last for several
days, but the bride's parents are too sad to attend because it should be a happy
event.
Men can have a generous number of wives, who share responsibility for
daily chores such as babysitters, corn pounding, food preparation, and
laundry. The practice of polygamy connects more families and deepens their
interest in the well-being of others. Family protection is a core value of most
African tribes. Tribal members care for each other, share wealth and food, and
keep children from being left behind.
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The relative status of men and women
Male dominance is a common feature of the domestic and working lives of
all ethnic groups in the nation. Men are traditionally the head of the household
and control social resources. The difficulties faced by women when living in
a household headed by a female single parent are made much worse when
there is no adult male around. The new democratic constitution is based on
principles of human rights, including gender equality. Gender equality,
although not a widespread practice, is enshrined in the legal system and the
official discourse of public culture. Progress is being made slowly but visibly
in the advancement of women in the domestic and pubic spheres, with the
active engagement of many women in the top levels of government and the
private sector.

Conclusion
The friction and pressure between traditional and modern family ideals and
structure are challenging and pressing African family patterns. The rate at
which ancient traditions are being abandoned in favor of modern ones is
gradually growing (western). According to the information provided in this
paper, practices depicting rural Sub-Saharan African societies are gradually
being transformed, as evidenced by the shift from polygamous marriages that
dominated rural Sub-Saharan African communities to monogamous marriage
and the movement from large households to small ones. This presentation
showed a quick review of the patterns defining marriage and family size in
modern Sub-Saharan Africa. Other behaviors, such as non-marital delivery,
single parenthood, and non-marital partnerships, that were not covered, are
gradually becoming more prevalent.
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Nowadays, cultural diversity has become very widespread in many parts of
the world and has involved a lot of cultural exchanges. Nevertheless, Western
Europe has been one of the most implicated areas in cultural diversity as it is
well known for their tourists, immigrants, and work labor from different
countries. Also, studies have shown that cultural diversity not only affects the
society and its population, but also has a great impact on the economy. Hence,
this project is a research paper and study made to show how cultural diversity
may lead to a sustainable growth of the economy as well as a prosperity to
the society of Western Europe. Due to this, Europeans started viewing the
economy from an innovative point of view, face obstacles, and synthesize new
concepts to grow the economy. This research paper will include: a brief
introduction about cultural diversity: how it began and where to it has
extended nowadays; a structure of the economy and how cultural diversity
may lead to economic prosperity; an understanding the impact of cultural
diversity on some western European countries
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Introduction – What is cultural diversity?
To begin with, cultural diversity refers to the concept that every person from
a different culture or minority contributes for a benefit in the superior and
larger political culture. It is a concept that focuses on the idea of equal
attention to native citizens along with residents from various backgrounds in
a certain environment. Cultural diversity arose in the western world of Europe
between the 1940s and 1950s. (Manyakin, 2015)
Nowadays, most countries in Europe welcome and foster a variety of
religions, ethnicities, races, and nationalities. Not only does this make these
European countries to be heterogeneous communities, but also shapes a lack
of prejudice towards these distant backgrounds as well as a cross-culture that
occurs between native and foreign roots. This culturally diverse society has
formed over the past years, primarily after World War II with the immense
immigration of refugees from developing nations.
The concept of multiculturalism across the Western European society
at present time is considered an outstanding technique of acceptance and
understanding from the native countries towards immigrants and vice versa.
This could also be considered as a critical process of cultural exchange where
the economy is taken into consideration and prospers from all perspectives of
its market.

What is the culture like in the West?
The Western culture and civilization of Europe can be best described as a
lifestyle of a social community filled with traditional practices, religious
beliefs, moral ideals, and political systems that are linked to the past of Europe
which date back to the 4th century. The culture of the West is also famously
known for the philosophical and artistic traditions that it embeds. The Western
civilization can be a combination of Latin, Slavic, Jewish, German, and Celtic
origins. Therefore, one can say that some of the most important aspects that
helped shape and develop the Western European culture incorporate
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intellectualism, liberalism, philosophy, and Christianity. (Western Culture,
n.d.)

THE ECONOMY ALONG WITH CULTURAL DIVERSITY

Introduction on the Economy of the West and the beginning of Cultural
Diversity
To start, Western European countries have always held a strong relationship
between the development of cultural diversity and economic approaches.
These two concepts always have been and will be interrelated and rely on
each other. Another notion that also associates with the two previous topics is
migration. Migration represents the activity of a certain group of people
moving from the native residency to a new location in order to establish a
better lifestyle; this could be either permanently or temporarily.
To explain, after the Second World War, ever since immigration to
Europe began, more specifically Western Europe, all host countries
traditionally prioritized their own economic interests and labor market. Not to
mention that the discrepancy between the bourgeoisie and proletariat that has
always been a part of Western Europe has been highlighted even more with
the arrival of immigrants (Manyakin, 2015). Similarly, to what was happening
before the war, as soon as refugees arrived in Europe, they were considered
as a minority. Now, even lower-class people were viewing the immigrants
inferior to them. It was not until the past couple years that things have started
to change a little bit and the immigrants’ voices have started to become heard.
Not only were there voices heard but were appreciated by the native people
who started to be curious and more interested in the immigrants’ culture.
To further explain, immigrants were permitted to enter Western
European nations such as France, Germany, Netherlands, the United
Kingdom and many more in order to focus on and repair the employment
scarcity and destruction that was caused by the Second World War. Moreover,
foreign employees were more easily exploited because they were paid cheaper
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and considered more effective since the immigrants were distressed and
wanted a better future for themselves.
As a result, these immigrant workers aided Europe’s crashing postwar economy which led to a major economic growth and expansion and aided
in the development of the European Union to be the second wealthiest and
largest economy in the world.
The Economy and Immigrants Nowadays
First off, it is important to understand that cultural diversity could be
considered as an element of socialization where its social component sustains
creativity as well as innovation concerning economic development. An
addition and accompaniment to these two important aspects is productivity,
especially when it comes to the economy of a certain nation. It is also worth
mentioning that cross-culturalism also has a significant role in the production
of a nation where it increases productivity with new ways of innovation,
creativity, and efficiency which may lead to economic prosperity.
Furthermore, some significant examples of creativity and innovation offered
by cultural diversity which is critical to economic growth include
sustainability, entrepreneurship, resource and development, new firms and
many more.
To continue, the basis of any economic study is always related to the
demand and supply of goods and services in a certain economy. To elaborate,
when companies and producers are willing to manufacture new goods and
services, they must first look and analyze the population’s demand. Therefore,
to produce new goods and services as well as to enhance their current ones,
suppliers start off by collecting the necessary information and notions from
consumers. Just like the diversity in their culture, people coming from
different nations also have diverse desires and needs. Economical-wise, the
demand of the consumers of a nation will change and become more diverse
as its population will be composed of residents from various backgrounds and
cultures. For instance, before World War II, the demand of the population in
Western Europe was mostly related to the basic consumption goods, and
services demand rates were very low. As the war ended and immigrants
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started arriving in Europe, this demand has shown a prominent change. New
industries such as automobiles and technologies boomed after the Second
World War. As well as new jobs and factories including the medical,
scientific, and construction industries have been introduced as the migration
began. Also, as the immigrants entered Western Europe, it was obvious that
the new culture was very different to the culture they have always lived in
such as the Middle eastern, Asian, and African ones. Obviously, very different
goods were present in Europe, especially after the end of the war, and the
goods that they were used to were not available. Hence, these foreign
employees started to have various demands for some goods that they were
used to such as food, ritual and holiday essentials, and architecture. With the
Western European state wanting to keep a hand on the immigrants’ skilled
labor force, it improved some factories as well as built new ones in order to
produce these goods demanded by the immigrants. Consequently, these goods
and services were further recognized and appreciated by native Europeans,
and this led to the expansion of the market as well as the increase in
investments.
In fact, this introduction of new goods and services varied the
consumption of products of not only the immigrants but also the whole
population of Western Europe. Thus, the state started encouraging existing
enterprises as well as introduced technology-driven firms due to the
consumption variety of products. To enhance, demands that were not satisfied
generated new product developments and triggered creative ideas and
innovation due to the competitiveness of new entrants on the market. As
mentioned before, the immigrant employees can be described as very skilled
and effective and therefore these skills can be augmented with production.
Consequently, cultural diversity can be considered to produce new goods and
services without direct intentions which is considered an advantage for
economic growth.
Finally, Western Europe is considered to be a place that welcomes and
appeals talented immigrants who would love to continue their studies and
relocate in order to obtain a degree because of the lack of possibilities in their
native countries. Here, foreign students assist in newly developed innovation
as their degree will guide them to be wealthy and skilled practitioners in their
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future profession. The skills and culture diversification of these immigrant
students will help with the cultural organization within workplaces which will
make it more innovative and lead to economic prosperity. Also, it has been
scientifically proven that immigrant students have better communication and
creativity skills. Several studies have shown that Germany and England,
London specifically, have been found to have “pro-productivity” impact
offered by cultural diversity due to the knowledge of immigrants. (Yong,
2019)
The Western European Market
The market of a nation is often referred to as the place where producers,
consumers, distributors, and retailers meet in order to exchange and deal with
goods and services. To justify, with residents from diverse backgrounds,
competition arises, more specifically in the market, which causes an
expansion to it as well as a progress which involves the use of new practical
technologies. Thoroughly, a larger market causes an increase in the price
elasticity of demand which further on leads to an expansion in the company
or factory sizes due to the rise of the business supply.
As previously mentioned, the concept of resource and development is
an important component of the economy that is affected by cultural diversity.
Thus, a strong relationship can be found between the size of companies and
the concept of resource and development. This relationship affirms that more
sustainable corporations have a benefit of amortizing the fixed cost of
resource and development (Yong, 2019). This amortization will help them in
producing more and having a greater profit but with the same price to obtain
resources. (Desmet & Parente, 2010)
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Impact of Cultural Diversity on the Economy of Three
Important Western European Countries

United Kingdom
To start, the United Kingdom can be traditionally described as an ethnically
diverse society since it is formed from four different nations which are
England, Wales, Northern Ireland, and Scotland. It is also worth mentioning
that during the past years it has become even more culturally diverse and can
be labeled as a society whose diversity is ongoing. Not to mention that the
United Kingdom is also very well known for its touristic sites which millions
of travelers visit every year. Apart from tourism, the UK is home to
approximately 10 million immigrants which have settled their lives and found
successful jobs there. (Migrants in the UK: An Overview - Migration
Observatory - The Migration Observatory, n.d.)
As a matter of fact, a study has shown that immigrants from foreign
countries have larger business rates than native residents. Speaking of
ethnicity and immigrations, London is the largest city in the United Kingdom
where business firms include a combination of ethnically diverse employees
from within the UK and outside. To further explain, these firms have actually
shown an increased innovation, the generation of new goods and services, as
well as augmented sales in diversified marketplaces. For instance, Capgemini
UK is a management consulting company which works with digital
transformation, technology, and engineering services. It is the largest
company with the most diversified employees with offices in over 40
countries in which over 100 languages are spoken. It has actually delivered a
record revenue growth of 17.7%. Capgemini UK is an example of an excellent
successful company which promotes sustainability, technology and
engineering services and is filled with innovation due to the remarkable
contribution of its diverse mix of cultures and ethnicities. (Celebrating
Cultural Diversity | Capgemini UK, n.d.)
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The Netherlands:
To begin, the Netherlands is the most densely populated country in Europe
and is home to 16 million. It is known for its western European construction
as well as its clean and safe environment which has attracted up to 20.1
million visitors in 2019. Not only do tourists appreciate the Netherlands, but
also immigrants are attracted and view the country as a safe and sustainable
state to live in. The immigrants in the Netherlands make up 10.8% of its
population (excluding the children of these immigrants). (Information, 2009)
Within the Dutch cities, most commonly Amsterdam, numerous shops
from all around the world have opened, including Japanese, Korean, Turkish,
and Syrian chains. Hence, with all these diversified shops opening, a greater
skilled labor force was demanded and therefore this led to an increase in
foreign employees in the Dutch cities. It is also worth mentioning, this
diversification of cultures from all corners of the world was discovered to
increase the variety of items consumed which benefited both customers and
producers in the Netherlands. In brief, even though the Netherlands is not one
of the largest countries in Europe, it has a strong economy due to tourism and
the influence of cultural diversity in the workplace.
Denmark
According to the official website of Denmark, “Denmark is often cited as one
of the world’s best countries which has extremely high levels of social trust
and may be the safest country to live in” (Denmark Is Often Cited as One of
the World’s Best Countries to Live In, n.d.). Unlike other countries, its
population has faith in establishments such as the police, hospitals, and most
importantly the government and monarchy. This trust is also spread amongst
the people and the employees which is an important part of the economic
habitat.
Even though Denmark may seem a more remote country, it has
increased its immigration rate over the past 30 years, in which immigrants
comprise 8% of Denmark’s population. To continue, although Denmark hosts
xenophobic parties, it also appreciates the immigrants labor force which helps
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boost up their economy. In many successful Danish companies, which
highlight diversity in the workplace, managers confess that many
interpretations have become simpler and more effective due to the variety of
cultures between their employees. These approaches include social
interactions such as communication, decision-making, and data exchange.
(Yong, 2019)

800000

Number of Immigrants

700000
600000
500000
400000
300000
200000
100000
0
2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

Year
United Kingdom

Netherlands

Denmark

Figure 1: Bar graph showing the number of immigrants in the UK,
Netherlands , and Denmark from 2013-2020 (Demographics | Statista, n.d.)

CONCLUSION
In conclusion, cultural diversity and economic growth have a strong bond
between each other. Undoubtedly, this relationship has a various number of
benefits to the society which may provoke a high profitability and wellness in
the nation implied. On the other hand, cultural diversity is a very vast and
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complex concept to deal with and therefore the country hosting this diversity
should know how to maneuver it and benefit the most out of it in order to
prosper its economy. The three states mentioned above, the United Kingdom,
the Netherlands and Denmark could be characterized as a successful
adaptation for the immigrants when narrowing it down to the economy.
However, this does not mean that the massive stream of third world
immigrants was not a hindrance for the society of these countries when it first
occurred. Certainly, there are still parts of these countries where refugees have
not integrated completely in the Western Europe society, however it is
important that cultural diversity is expanding within Europe and can be a
sustainable source of economic growth. In my opinion, the recent war in
Ukraine has a substantial influence on the economy of not only Western
Europe, but also all Europe as a whole, which may not be necessarily obvious
at the present, but will definitely affect Europe’s economy and market in the
future. To clarify, the bombs and distress that Russia is attacking Ukraine with
triggered part of the Ukrainian population to migrate to the closest European
countries. Hence, this caused those countries, as well as the Western European
nations that can be described as a massive source of financial support, to help
the refugees which cost them a big budget. All in all, in my personal opinion,
this tragedy will negatively affect the economy of Europe and measures
should start to be taken.
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Abstract
Everyday life in early modern Europe was full of rituals, both religious and
secular. Heroes and their tales were honored by the public in early modern
Europe through festivals. They offered a change from everyday life.
Pilgrimages took place throughout the year. Annual festivals such as
Christmas and Midsummer always took place on the same day of the year.
The way people celebrated their festivals in early modern Europe changed to
a more benevolent form, and we begin with the evolution of three important
festivals in three different countries. Some took place at the same time each
year and were for everyone, such as community festivals like the various
saints' feasts.
Keywords
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Introduction
Life is all about happiness, and social interaction with our fellow humans not
only makes us happy, but it also helps us develop our capacity to acquire
languages, become more culturally aware, inquire, think, play, and work.
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We are reliant on social heritage, which is a collection of customs,
traditions, moral values, attitudes, festivals, folklore, beliefs, and aspirations
that not only defines us but also ties us to pass it down from generation to
generation.
Festivals have social as well as economic implications. Happiness is
overwhelmed by negativity and insecurity in our chaotic and hectic globe,
thus the need for something that may provide optimism has been felt time and
time again. As a result, we have festivals that allow us to forget about
everything.

Content
Heroes and their tales were honored by the public in early modern Europe
through festivals. They offered a change from everyday life. At that time,
people lived in the memory of one festival and anticipation of the next. The
different types of feasts were celebrated in a different way than today. Some
festivals marked an individual occasion and were not part of the calendar of
destiny, such as family celebrations, weddings, and baptisms. Some took
place at the same time each year and were for everyone, such as community
festivals like the various saints' feasts. Pilgrimages took place throughout the
year. Annual festivals such as Christmas and Midsummer always took place
on the same day of the year.
At that time, an average village in Western Europe celebrated at least
17 feasts a year, not counting family feasts and saints' days. Some festivals,
like the carnival, lasted several days or sometimes even several weeks. In the
Netherlands, carnival began each year on the 11th of November (St. Martin's
Day) and culminated in a great feast of 'Dranck, pleijsier ende vrouwen' (
Drink, fun and women) at the end of the carnival season, which preceded
Lent. Festivals were meant to distract people from their daily lives, hard
times, and work. Everyday life in early modern Europe was full of rituals,
both religious and secular. Songs and stories played an important role in their
lives, although sometimes they adapted the details of the legends and stories
to the way they thought a particular celebration should go. The way people
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celebrated their festivals in early modern Europe changed to a more
benevolent form, and we begin with the evolution of three important festivals
in three different countries.
St. Patrick’s Day
Let us start with St. Patrick's Day, celebrated each year on March 17, the
patron saint of Ireland. He was kidnapped at the age of 16 and sent to Ireland
as a slave from Roman Britain in the late 4th century. He managed to flee, but
he returned in 432 CE to convert the Irish to Christianity. He had founded
monasteries, churches, and schools by the time he died on March 17, 461.
Many legends surround him - for example, that he drove the snakes out of
Ireland and used the shamrock to explain the Trinity. Ireland celebrated its
day with church services and festivals.
It was the emigrants, especially in the United States, who turned St.
Patrick's Day into a largely secular vacation, celebrating exuberantly all
things Irish. Cities with large numbers of Irish immigrants, who often wielded
political power, held the most extensive celebrations, which included
elaborate parades. The first St. Patrick's Day parade was conducted in Boston
in 1737, followed by New York City in 1762. To commemorate the festival,
Chicago's river has been painted green since 1962. (While blue was
previously linked with St. Patrick's Day, green is now more often associated
with the day.). Wearing green clothing or a shamrock, Ireland's national plant,
on their lapels is practiced by both Irish and non-Irish people. Corned beef
and cabbage are traditional festival foods, and beer is occasionally colored
green to commemorate the occasion. Although the Irish later adopted some
of these rituals, it was mostly for their advantage.
Irish patriotism among American immigrants blossomed during the
following 35 years, resulting in the formation of so-called "Irish Aid"
organizations such as the Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick and the Hibernian
Society. Bagpipes (which were originally popular in the Scottish and British
troops) and drums would be featured in each group's annual parades.
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Several New York Irish Aid groups agreed to combine their parades
in 1848 to establish the official New York City St. Patrick's Day Parade. With
approximately 150,000 participants, it is now the world's oldest civilian
march and the largest in the United States. Nearly three million people line
the 1.5-mile parade route each year to watch the procession, which lasts more
than five hours.
Oktoberfest
On the other hand, Oktoberfest has evolved from a horse race that celebrated
a royal marriage to a 16-day beer-soaked festival attended by six million
people. But times have not changed all that much. Oktoberfest, the annual
festival in Munich, Germany, is held over two weeks and ends on the first
Sunday in October. The festival was established on October 12, 1810, on the
occasion of the wedding of the Crown Prince of Bavaria, who later became
King Ludwig I, to Princess Therese of Saxe-Hildburghausen. The festival
ended five days later with a horse race held in an open area that was later
named Theresienwiese. The following year, the race was combined with an
agricultural fair, and in 1818, food and beverage stands were introduced. By
the end of the 20th century, the booths had evolved into large plywood beer
halls with indoor balconies and bandstands. Each of Munich's breweries
erects one of these temporary structures with a seating capacity of about
6,000. The festival's first keg is tapped by the mayor of Munich. Oktoberfest
consumes more than 75,800 hectoliters of beer in total. Parades with beer
trucks and floats, as well as people dressed in folk costumes, showcase
breweries. Games, rides, music, and dancing are among the other forms of
entertainment. Every year, more than six million people attend Oktoberfest,
the majority of the visitors.
Crown Prince Ludwig married Princess Therese of SachsenHildburghausen on October 12, 1810, and Oktoberfest was born. These royals
broke with custom and made the wedding a public occasion, inviting the
people of Munich to celebrate the union in the meadows in front of the city
gates.
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The party went on for days, with free food and alcohol flowing around
the city. This beer used to be darker and maltier, more akin to a Munich
Dunkel. A horse race completed the festivities. Because the royal family
could not hold a wedding every year on October 12, the yearly horse race was
used to promote the Oktoberfest tradition. This custom has been drinking
beneath the table in modern Munch.
Carnival of Venice
Ultimately, according to legend, the Carnival of Venice began after the
military victory of the Venetian Republic over the Patriarch of Aquileia,
Ulrico di Treven, in 1162. In honor of this victory, people began to dance and
gather in St. Mark's Square. This celebration began in this period and became
official in the Renaissance. In the seventeenth century, the Baroque carnival
was held to save the prestigious image of Venice in the world. He was very
famous in the eighteenth century. It promoted pleasure and amusement, but
also served to protect Venetians from present and future anguish. However,
under the rule of the Holy Roman Emperor and later Emperor of Austria,
Franz II, the festival was outlawed entirely in 1797 and the use of masks was
strictly forbidden. It gradually reappeared in the nineteenth century, but only
for a short time and mainly for private parties, where it became an occasion
for artistic creations.
After a long absence, Carnival returned in 1979. The Italian
government decided to revive the history and culture of Venice and wanted
to use the traditional Carnival as the centerpiece of its efforts. The revival of
the masks began as an effort by some Venetian students for the tourist
industry. Since then, about 3 million visitors come to Venice every year for
Carnival. The competition for la Maschera più Bella ("the most beautiful
mask"), judged by an international jury of costume and fashion designers, is
one of the most prominent events.
The Venetian mask allowed people to conceal their social rank and
identity while freely socializing with whoever they liked. It allowed people to
engage with others from various social backgrounds without fear of being
condemned.
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Carnival means "farewell to meat," referring to Catholics eating as
much meat as they could before Lent began. The Venice Carnival includes
participating in the last days of meat consumption. Frijole, sweet fritters that
can be stuffed with cream and dusted with powdered sugar, are a popular
Venice Carnival food tradition.

Conclusion
Consequently, all of the preceding festivals played a significant role in the
lives of people all across the world. Festivals allowed them to create groups
based on interaction and a range of human behaviors because they were all
gathered together. At the same time, throughout the years, organizations and
societies, as well as traditions and cultures, were developed and passed down
from one generation to the next.
Festivals are a powerful method to demonstrate pride in one's
background, culture, and customs. They are supposed to be shared with loved
ones to celebrate key moments and feelings in our life. They play a vital role
in giving our social life shape and connecting us to our families and
backgrounds.
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Abstract
Enlightenment and freedom of thought are both widely explored topics that
influence each other and our understandings of them. Discussing them
simultaneously helps us get a better perspective on the topics, as well as
provides us with a better comprehension of them. Both Kant and Mill,
respectively, define what each subject means and further elaborate on how
they are used or should be used, in a society. Working concurrently with these
concepts allows us to view past events as well as present ones, with a clearer
mindset and helps us to truly grasp what an ideal society would look like.
Keywords
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Introduction
To comprehensively discuss this topic, we must first explore the meaning of
the terms involved, starting off with enlightenment. What is enlightenment?
And what does it mean to be enlightened? According to Kant, “Enlightenment
is man's emergence from his self-incurred immaturity.” (Kant,1784,pg.1)
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with immaturity being defined as “[…]the inability to use one's own
understanding without the guidance of another.”(Kant,1784,pg.1).

Content
Enlightenment, which is deemed very difficult to achieve by anyone, is
attainable by those who are courageous and not lazy. Living under the
distorted guise of freedom, created by the “guardians who have kindly taken
upon themselves the work of supervision” (Kant,1784,pg.1), made people
believe they were living freely but within certain bounds that they understood
to exist in order to maintain their safety, even if that wasn’t necessarily the
case, it became a regular part of life that was overlooked. As a result, people
have grown accustomed to having what Kant calls “guardians”, which has
made it difficult for them to live without guidance from them. This is part of
what he perceived as being immature. He states that it’s “self-incurred if its
cause is not lack of understanding, but lack of resolution and courage to use
it without the guidance of another.” (Kant,1784,pg.1). What makes this kind
of freedom erroneous is that it’s faulty and not true to the definition. Freedom
is defined as “the absence of necessity, coercion, or constraint in choice or
action”(Merriam-Webster, Freedom).
So, what’s the problem if people are guided towards making specific
decisions? It creates dependence on these so-called “guardians”, which causes
the people to no longer be able to make decisions for themselves without
external aid; they’d fear the unknown and untrustworthy outcome of their
selection and chosen path of actions. Therefore, they would “consider the step
forward to maturity not only as difficult but also as highly dangerous”
(Kant,1784,pg.1), which in and of itself would be dangerous to society as a
whole. Having mindless drones that put no effort into themselves or their
surroundings would be detrimental to society, as it would prevent us from
making any advancements in the future and would dismantle any ideas of
social construct, we took decades to form. If, as Kant said, we have others
who perform actions in place of us performing them ourselves by simply
paying them, we would no longer have to even think for ourselves since
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someone would be there to do the job for us. He takes “domesticated animals”
(Kant,1784,pg.1) as an example, where he explains that we have inadvertently
“prevented the docile creatures from daring to take a single step without the
leading-strings to which they are tied” (Kant,1784,pg.1) and we lead them to
believe that the danger, should they choose to run away or “walk unaided”,
would be threatening to their livelihood, even though we know the danger in
question isn’t that serious. He goes on to explain that like animals, we have
unintentionally adopted this way of life as a “second nature” (Kant,1784,pg.1)
that we don’t dislike. If anything, we actually feel more comfortable that we
have a makeshift safety net in place, even if it isn’t real. This is because “many
people will pick the “safe” choices, where the outcome of their effort is
consistent and predictable.” (Young, 2012, paragraph 4). Thus, it’s a difficult
task to break free from this immaturity and become enlightened, it’s similar
to a child that has never been taught to walk on his own without the aid of
others; it’s not because he can’t, rather, it’s simply because he was never given
the opportunity to do so and is now incapable of it. It’s such a mundane act
that we have instinctively, or so we thought, acquired during our childhood,
and yet, had we not been taught to depend on ourselves for balance and
navigation, we wouldn’t be able to perform it. A similar idea is being
conveyed through Kant’s text in relation to our thoughts and actions on a dayto-day basis, that are dictated by guardians.
It’s difficult to attain enlightenment due to our dependance on them,
who are now directing our every move and thought; since we haven’t
experienced what it’s like to decide, act, and think for ourselves, we are afraid
to do so. Fear of the unknown is one of the most rudimentary fears that we all
face. We are shackled by this fear and allow it to control us; thus, making way
for us to give in to the “guardians” and what they direct us to do. It’s this fear,
alongside our utilization of “mechanical instruments for rational use“
(Kant,1784,pg.1), which are deemed to be “the ball and chain of our (his)
permanent immaturity.” (Kant,1784 ,pg.1), that have prevented us from
attaining true enlightenment. How has our liberty, or lack thereof, affected
this?
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In the first chapter of On Liberty, Mill associates liberty with the harm
principle, which is linked to the idea of freedom of thought in his second
chapter. Everyone is entitled to their own opinion; however, no person must
go forward with the thought that their opinion is infallible and that it can’t,
and shouldn’t be challenged and altered, if need be because this would be a
fallacy. It’s delusory since nothing in this world is for certain, and in order for
us to be able to progress and flourish as a society, we must remain openminded and be willing to hear each other out with genuine consideration of
what is being said. If we fail to consistently do so, we could potentially harm
others as what we may be partaking in and unwilling to change our opinions
on, could go against the principle of liberty that Mill speaks of. He specifies
this when he says “the only purpose for which power can be rightfully
exercised over any member of a civilized community, against his will, is to
prevent harm to others.” (Mill, On Liberty, chapter I) . By this, he confirms
that the idea of liberty is only bounded by the notion of enacting harm on
others, which would encroach on their liberty; therefore, if one were to harm
someone, this would be one of the only grounds for someone in a position of
authority over you, to put a stop to your actions. He went as far as to say that
that is the point at which “power can be rightfully exercised over” you.
Therefore, we mustn’t silence the voices of others, but rather, we should
encourage them and be very attentive and responsive to them. This too is
expressed by Mill when he states that silencing others is a “peculiar evil.”
(Mill, On Liberty, Chapter II). Being able to listen and be responsive to the
viewpoint of others, is one of the core principles behind achieving
enlightenment, both private and public.
We must first discuss why public enlightenment would be simpler and
much more probable, as stated by Kant. For starters, it would be easier for a
larger group of people to subconsciously agree with a particular idea or a way
of thinking, due to the herd effect. The “herding theory has its roots in Keynes,
who focused on the motivations to imitate and follow the crowd in a world of
uncertainty (Keynes 1930).” (Baddeley, 2010, 2nd heading). It seems to be the
natural course taken by a species, as Braddeley mentioned, when they’re
uncertain of something. This could be contradicted by saying that they think
that their opinions are the absolute truth and that there is no possibility of
fallibility; however, this could be attributed to the fact that humans like to
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have a sense of security, so even if they are uncertain of something, they will
still consider it to be the absolute truth and will not look for another solution
as that would cause them great distress. This can be seen when he says “to
refuse a hearing to an opinion, because they are sure that it is false, is to
assume that their certainty is the same thing as absolute certainty.” (Mill, On
Liberty, chapter II). This is because it could possibly be the only plausible
explanation they can come up with, so to them, this is the only thing they can
be certain of. If we think about it this way, the group uncertainty can lead to
one of two things as Mill mentions in chapter two, “If all mankind minus one,
were of one opinion, and only one person were of the contrary opinion,
mankind would be no more justified in silencing that one person, than he, if
he had the power, would be justified in silencing mankind.”(Mill, On Liberty,
chapter II). In either of these two cases, the herd effect would cause the
majority, who are uncertain but have a sense of commonality in their opinions,
to deem themselves infallible whether that’s the reality or not. As Mill
mentions later on, whether the majority opinion against the one person is true
or false, the opinion held by the majority should be contradicted to truly test
its reliability. He states, “If the opinion is right, they are deprived of the
opportunity of exchanging error for truth: if wrong, they lose, what is almost
as great a benefit, the clearer perception and livelier impression of truth,
produced by its collision with error,” with the opinion, being that of the
singular person as opposed to all of mankind. (Mill, On Liberty, chapter II).
If we look at enlightenment with respect to it being achieved by each
individual, as opposed to the idea of public enlightenment which is stated and
explained above, it’s more difficult to achieve since we are no longer
considering two opposing ideas or views but rather, millions of them.
Furthermore, we can still achieve the same outcome of enlightening others
but by proceeding on the path of least resistance which would aid us in
enlightening a greater amount of people in a shorter amount of time which
would be the more ideal scenario out of the two. Surely some people will have
the same opinion on many topics but it would be impossible to attempt to
enlighten them one at a time due to both the herd effect not being in place, as
well as there would be no way to guarantee to the person you’re speaking to
that a particular opposing opinion is true while theirs isn’t. This is especially
true when they aren’t being disproven alongside others who believe the same
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thing. If someone who once thought the same thing as you changes their mind,
it would incline you to re-think the matter to see what they saw that you might
have missed the first time around. People are less likely to listen to varying
opinions on their own because it doesn’t serve their confirmation bias. They
are more inclined to believe something, even if it’s false, so long as it supports
their hypothesis due to this bias. This, however, leads back to the idea of
freedom of thought. Even if we are aware that a person’s way of thinking is
flawed, it doesn’t permit us to prevent them from thinking in that way. As
Mill says “Judgment is given to men that they may use it. Because it may be
used erroneously, are men to be told that they ought not to use it at all?” (Mill,
On Liberty, chapter II). Just because we deem their judgment fallacious, it
isn’t our place nor our right to impose on their freedom of thought and prevent
them from conceiving and forming their own ideas. If anything, endowing
people with their rightful freedom of thought is what makes public
enlightenment more plausible than the opposing form. In this way, we aren’t
suppressing their thoughts or their mindsets, but rather, we are trying to show
them the truth simply by testing their beliefs against opposing ones, which, as
mentioned before, would be beneficial to them either way.
Mill defines liberty in the first chapter by saying “by liberty, was
meant protection against the tyranny of the political rulers. The rulers were
conceived […]as in a necessarily antagonistic position to the people whom
they ruled.” (Mill, On Liberty, chapter I). He links back to this idea in the
second chapter where he states “when law or public feeling do not permit the
truth of an opinion to be disputed, they are just as little tolerant of a denial of
its usefulness. The utmost they allow is an extenuation of its absolute
necessity or of the positive guilt of rejecting it.” (Mill, On Liberty, chapter
II), “this usually happens when a force, usually the leaders of the country,
assume themselves to hold the absolute truth” (Lina, Thought & Discussion,
7:33). In this case, the leaders deny the possibility of fallibility and thus,
according to Mill’s definition of it, impede on the liberty of the people. This
is considered a form of tyranny albeit not in a physical form, but rather in a
mental form. Tyranny in a psychological sense is defined as “an unequal
social system involving the arbitrary or oppressive use of power by one group
or its agents over another” (Reicher and Haslam, 2006, pg.2) which seems to
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be the form of tyranny being imposed on by the ruler. One popular example
of such tyranny was the persecution of Socrates who was merely exercising
his right, as classified by Kant, to the public use of one’s own reason. To put
it simply, “the private use of reason is associated with holders of “civil posts”
while the public use of reason is associated with “scholars.””(Schmidt, 2014).
I’m elaborating on what liberty means as well, as it seems to work alongside
the concept of the freedom of thought even though they may still be
contradictory in some areas.
Socrates for example, was living in a state that was considered to
allow each person to have individual liberty (in classical Athens), which in
turn would mean he had the freedom of thought. However, when he voiced
his thoughts as a scholar, although he himself states that he wasn’t teaching
others what he believed and thought of and he was merely expressing his
opinions, he was persecuted and sentenced to death. This is the first of the
two cases that Mill spoke of, and in this case, as Socrates mentioned “after
my death punishment far heavier than you have inflicted on me will surely
await you” (Plato, Apology). He said this because he knew they would
continue to live in ignorance without having been enlightened. Whether
Socrates himself was truly enlightened or not, we can’t say; however, he was
right that the “punishment” would be far greater for them than for him. They’d
be stuck under the guidance of the “guardians” and would never get to truly
know whether Socrates was right, and it was them who were wrong, or
whether it was the other way around. This relates to the earlier quote by Mill,
where he states that it’s a great loss either way. Perhaps Socrates already had
a progressive understanding of liberty prior to it ever being talked about and
explained, which allowed him to know that the lack of communication and
the use of his own liberty would be “the peculiar evil of silencing the
expression of an opinion” which would mean they, the judge and the jury,
were “robbing the human race.” (Mill, On Liberty, chapter II).
Enlightenment and liberty go hand in hand, as we need to have liberty
and freedom of thought in order to be able to experience enlightenment and
remain that way. The world is ever-changing and information that was taken
as an absolute truth in the past has now been disproven, so we must be willing
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to accept dissenting opinions from our own and be able to adapt and change
our mentalities, so as to remain in the age of enlightenment and perhaps even
reach an enlightened age at some point. Kant states that we currently aren’t
living in an enlightened age “but we do live in an age of enlightenment. As
things are at present, we still have a long way to go before men as a whole
can be in a position […] of using their own understanding confidently and
well in religious matters, without outside guidance.”(Kant, 1784, pg.3) This,
however, can’t be said for all current states as some are under dictatorships.
This is because they have a “certain unalterable set of doctrines, in order to
secure for all time a constant guardianship over each of its members”, Mill
goes on to say that “a contract of this kind, concluded with a view to
preventing all further enlightenment of mankind for ever, is absolutely null
and void, even if it is ratified by the supreme power[…]” (Kant, 1784, pg.2).
This means that any country under such leadership is not truly rightfully under
any authority, as a contract of this kind is invalid even if it is agreed to by a
“supreme power”, as it entails doctrines that would “prevent(ing) all further
enlightenment”. (Kant, 1784, pg.2).

Conclusion
In conclusion, we require liberty in order to have enlightenment, but even
then, we still have a long way to go and a lot of work to do before truly being
in an enlightened age. Nowadays, it is quite difficult to imagine a day and age
without liberty, where we would have no freedom in saying and in thinking
the way we wanted to. Liberty, like all good things, requires a good amount
of diversity, in this case of opinions, for it to properly function and flourish.
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